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Kyoto National Museum Special Exhibition Commemorative International Symposium

THE TALE OF GENJI AND NOH

New Narrative Interpretations through English Translation
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YAMAUCHI Maiko

Chair, Dept. of Research and International Collaboration,
Curatorial Division, Kyoto National Museum

“The Tale of Genji and Noh as Seen in Artworks"
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Monica BETHE

Director, Medieval Japanese Studies Institute

¢ "\ “The Tale of Genji as a Source for Noh”
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Sunday, October 25, 2026

Lecture Theater, Heisei Chishinkan Wing, Kyoto National Museum
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YASUDA Noboru

Noh Actor (Waki Role), Shimogakari Héshé School
“Exploring the Power of ‘Narration’ in The Tale of Genji
from a Noh Performer’s Perspective”
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Richard EMMERT

Professor Emeritus, Musashino University ; Kita
School Noh Shimai Instructor

“Creating Noh in English: An Example from Aoi no
Ue (Lady Aoi)”

Shn#ERl - BETEHIAK (5%£&IE) / Free admission - Advance registration required
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In Japanese (intermittent English interpretation)
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Registration: Advance registration required (limit 200). (Same-day ticket required to the Special Exhibition The Tale of
Genji: Radiant Culture of the Japanese Imperial Court). Registration period: Oct. 6, 2026, 9:00 — Oct. 21, 2026, 17:00 (JST)
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The Tale of Genji and Noh: New Narrative Interpretations through English Translation
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ABOUT THE SYMPOSIUM

The Tale of Genji has had a wide-ranging influence not only as a literary work
but also as a quintessential representation of Japanese culture. This
symposium, which is being held in conjunction with the Kyoto National
Museum’s autumn special exhibition The Tale of Genji: Radiant Culture of the
Japanese Imperial Court, reconsiders through an international lens the
significance and appeal of Noh theater plays based on themes from the
classical novel—popularly known as “Genji Noh.” The kinds of costumes and
masks used in Genji-themed Noh plays are a special focus of the exhibition at
its Kyoto National Museum venue.

British scholar and translator Arthur Waley (1889-1966) was inspired to
undertake a complete English translation of The Tale of Genji after seeing
paintings based on the tale while working as a keeper at the British Museum.
His The Tale of Genji (1925-1933) generated tremendous interest in Europe and
North America. Immediately before translating Genji, he had published The N6
Plays of Japan (1921), a collection of English translations of Japanese Noh
plays.

This symposium considers, from the perspectives of cultural context and
contemporary performing arts, how The Tale of Genji and the theatrical
tradition of Noh have intertwined in shaping images of Japanese culture, and
how viewing them through an international perspective can deepen our
understanding of both.

PROGRAM

12:30 Doors Open

13:00 Announcements Melissa RINNE
Senior Specialist, Curatorial Division, Kyoto National Museum

13:05 Greetings MATSUMOTO Nobuyuki
Director, Kyoto National Museum
13:10 (1) “The Tale of Genji and Noh as Seen in Artworks”

YAMAUCHI Maiko
Chair, Dept. of Research and International Collaboration,
Curatorial Division, Kyoto National Museum

13:50 (2) “Exploring the Power of ‘Narration’ in The Tale of
Genji from a Noh Performer’s Perspective: Through Noh,
Arthur Waley’s Translation, and The Diary of Lady
Murasaki” YASUDA Noboru
Noh Actor (Waki Role), Shimogakari Hosho School

14:30 Intermission
14:40 (3) “The Tale of Geniji as a Source for Noh”
Monica BETHE
Director, Medieval Japanese Studies Institute
15:20 (4) “Creating Noh in English: An Example from Aoi no
Ue (Lady Aoi)” Richard EMMERT

Professor Emeritus, Musashino University; Founder, Theatre
Nohgaku; Kita School Shimai Instructor

16:00 Intermission
16:10 Panel Discussion
16:55 Closing Remarks NISHII Tomonori

Deputy Director, Kyoto National Museum

Sunday, October 25, 2026 - 13:00-17:00

Lecture Theater, Heisei Chishinkan Wing,

Kyoto National Museum
https://www.kyohaku.go.jp/eng/events/sym/20261025
_sym/
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