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(Reproduction of 1255 Version), detail
Hymns and inscriptions on reverse by
Rennyo (1415-1499)
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On view March 25-April 2
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« \Who was Shinran?
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1173 (Age 1, by the old method of counting
age) Born in Kyoto.

Important Cultural Property
lllustrated Biography of the
Master of Hongan-ji Temple
[Shinran], Koei Version,
Volume I-1, detail

| Inscribed by Kakunyo
(1270-1351), illustrated by
Kérakuiji Enjaku (n.d.)
Nanbokuché period, 1343
“= Higashi Hongan-ji Temple,
Kyoto

On view May 2-May 21

1181 (Age 9) Ordained as a Buddhist priest
and begins religious training on Mt. Hiei,
northeast of Kyoto.

1201 (Age 29) After descending from Mt. Hiei, he spends 100 days in retreat at Kyoto’s
Rokkakudo Temple, where he receives a dream revelation from the bodhisattva Kannon.
Becomes a disciple of the priest Honen.

Shinran encounters the teaching of Amida (Amitabha) Buddha, which says that “all beings will be
saved equally.” He begins to teach that to be born in Amida's Pure Land all one needs to do is chant
“Namu Amida Butsu,” a prayer known as the nenbutsu.

Many people who oppose this view attack and criticise Shinran.

1207 (Age 35) Banished as a criminal to the distant province of Echigo (present-day
Joetsu, Niigata prefecture).

1211 (Age 39) Forgiven of his crimes.

Shinran’s
Travels

1214 (Age 42) Begins to spread his teachings in the Kanto
region around this time.
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1224 (Age 52) May have begun composing

his magnum opus Kyégyoshinshé around = 3
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1232 (Age 60) Returns to Kyoto and
composes many writings and letters.

1256 (Age 84) Shinran sends his son Zenran to Kanto to correct false understandings of
his teachings that are proliferating there, but confusion ensues as Zenran himself
advocates contrary teachings. Shinran severs ties with his son.

1262 (Age 90) Shinran passes away in Kyoto.

1272 Shinran’s daughter Kakushinni and other disciples erect a temple hall that eventually
evolves into Hongan-ji Temple.



The People around Shinran

Shinran’s Family

Shakyamuni Wife
Buddha Founder of Buddhism Shinran Eshinni
(1173-1262) (1182-1268?)
T Children
Seven Pure Land Patriarchs
Shinran revered these Buddhist monks and scholars Zenran Kakushinni
India (n.d.) (1224-1283)
China Ma (t:ler Others
Nagarjuna ap
agarj Disciple
(ca.2nd-3rd c.) Tanluan
(476-542) Disciples
Vasubandhu Japan . :
(ca.5thc.) Daochuo Shoshin Shinbutsu
(562-645) Genshin (1187-12752) (1209-1258)
(942-1017)
Shandao Nyoshin Ryokai
(613-681) Honen _l (1235-1300) (1239-1319)
(1133-1212) Others
Founder of the Pure Land Shinran’s teachings were carried on
School (Jodo Sha) by his many followers.

Shinran’s On Teaching, Practice, Faith, and Realization
(J : KYégYéSh ,.nSh 6) * *Full title: Kenjodo shinjitsu kyogyoshé monrui

On Teaching, Practice, Faith, and Realization (J:
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made by Shinran’s many followers. The
National Treasure Bando Version is the only
surviving copy written in Shinran’s hand. The
traces of corrections and other markings
throughout the text tell us that Shinran made
repeated revisions to the work as he refined
his thought over time.

National Treasure

On Teaching, Practice, Faith, and
Realization, Bandd Version

By Shinran (1173-1262)
Kamakura period, 13th century
Higashi Hongan-ji Temple, Kyoto
On view March 25-May 21

Oh, so the black and red notations
and notchings throughout are where

he was making corrections!



Shinran’s L|fe in lllustrated Handscrolls

Thirty-three years after his death,
Shinran’s great-grandson Kakunyo
made a set of illustrated handscrolls
that told the story of Shinran’s life. The
original was lost to the fires of warfare,
and this version (the Kdei Version) was
made to replace it.

This scene shows Shinran in retreat at
Kyoto’s Rokkakudo Temple, where he
receives a dream revelation that leads
him to become a follower of Honen.

Important Cultural Property

lllustrated Biography of the Master of Hongan-ji Temple [Shinran], Kdei Version, Volume I-1, detail
Inscribed by Kakunyo (1270-1351), illustrated by Korakuiji Enjaku (n.d.)

Nanbokuché period, 1343

Higashi Hongan-ji Temple, Kyoto

On view May 2-May 21

Shinran at Age 83

With his neck wrapped in a scarf-like mésu and a Buddhist rosary
clutched in both hands, this statue of Shinran appears to be based
on a portrait painting made when he was 83 years old that was
passed down in Nishi Hongwan-ji Temple. The statue is small,
only about 30 cm tall, but its piercing expression, with its mouth
pursed and eyebrows lifted, is realistic and powerful.

Seated Portrait of Master Shinran
Nanbokuché period, 14th century
Senju-ji Temple, Mie

On view March 25-April 16

The Words of Shmran
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~ o ~ Lamentations on Divergence, Volume Il
- By Rennyo (1415-1499)

Muromachi period, 15th century

Nishi Hongwan-ji Temple, Kyoto

On view March 25-April 9

Lamentations on Divergence (J: Tanmsho) contains the words and teachlngs of Shinran
supplemented with further explanation. After Shinran died, many followers with incorrect
understanding of his teachings began to appear. This work was composed to correct these
misinterpretations.

Many copies of this text survive, but this scroll is the oldest. At the end of the scroll is a rare record
of Shinran’s exile in Echigo.




