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it has been held annually at Kyoto’s Shimogamo and Kami
—along with the festivals Kasuga Festival and Iwashimizu Festival—the Aoi Festival

brilliantly conveys the elegance of the Heian capital. Beloved by citizens from every sector of

society, the festival has also been the inspiration for numerous episodes in Japanese literature
and works of art. This exhibition features works that evoke this age-old annual event, which has
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