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Normal University, Institute for
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International Symposium

Dunhuang Forgeries and Recent Silk Roads
Research

In premodern times, the network of trade routes known as the Silk Roads
connected disparate parts of Afro-Eurasia facilitating the distribution of
luxury goods and the exchange of culture, politics, economics, and religion.
The diverse cultures that thrived along the Silk Roads continue to fascinate
us today as the subject of research and museum exhibitions around the
world.

This symposium focuses on the cache of manuscripts first discovered in

the year 1900 in the Library Cave in the Mogao Caves near Dunhuang, a
key center along the Silk Roads. Following their discovery, Dunhuang

manuscripts were removed by expeditions from Great Britain, France, Japan,

and Russia, as well as by Chinese officials, so collaborations among these
holding institutions and among scholars in each country is essential for
their research today. The Kyoto National Museum houses more than ninety
scrolls in its collection, which might suggest a strong presence within this
scholarly network.

The Kyoto National Museum’s situation is complicated, however, by
questions of authenticity. The museum’s Dunhuang manuscripts were
acquired under its former director Hayashiya Tatsusaburo (1914-1998),
who in 1982 asked the eminent Kyoto University professor emeritus
Fujieda Akira (1911-1998) to research them. After a comprehensive
investigation, Fujieda declared almost all of these scrolls to be forgeries,
publishing his findings in a 1985 article in the Kyoto National Museum
Bulletin (Gakuso). Not only that, but Fujieda claimed ninety percent of the
Dunhuang manuscripts purchased from private dealers in Japan also to be
fakes. Thereafter, interest in this issue of Dunhuang forgeries increased. As

one example, International Dunhuang Project (IDP) director Susan Whitfield,

then in charge of the Central Asian manuscript collection of the British
Library, organized a workshop entitled “Forgeries of Dunhuang Manuscripts
in the Early Twentieth Century” in 1997 with Fujieda as lead participant,
and subsequently edited the conference proceedings, Dunhuang
Manuscript Forgeries, published by the British Library in 2002.

Now, nearly a quarter century later, we again welcome Susan Whitfield,
currently Professor of Silk Road Studies, Sainsbury Institute for the Study of

Japanese Arts and Culture, University of East Anglia, with researchers from

Japan and other countries. Symposium participants will discuss and explore

the future of Dunhuang manuscript studies based on the current state of
Silk Road cultural research around the world and delve deeper into the
issue of Dunhuang manuscript forgeries in Japan.
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Schedule (Japan Standard Time)
10:00-10:05 Opening Remarks
Matsumoto Nobuyuki (Director, Kyoto National Museum)
10:05-10:20 Introduction to the Symposium Topic

Uesugi Tomofusa (Associate Curator, Kyoto National Museum)

10:20-11:00 Current State of Silk Roads Research

Dora C.Y. Ching (Associate Director, Tang Center for East Asian Art,
Princeton University)

Carmen Melnert (Professor for Central Asian Religions, Ruhr-Universitat
Bochum, Principal Investigator of ERC project BuddhistRoad)

Sanjyot Mehendale (Chair, Tang Center for Silk Road Studies, University
of California, Berkeley)

11:00-11:10 Break

11:10-12:00 Keynote Address “Genuine or Forged? Refocusing on Dunhuang
Manuscripts”

Susan Whitfield (Professor of Silk Road Studies, Sainsbury Institute for
the Study of Japanese Arts and Culture, University of East Anglia)

12:00-13:00 Lunch
13:00-14:30 Research Presentations
Uesugi Tomofusa (Associate Curator, Kyoto National Museum)

Sakamoto Shouji (Researcher, Research Center for World Buddhist
Cultures, Ryukoku University)

Dingyuan (Wang Zhaoguo) (Associate Professor, Shanghai Normal
University, Institute for Dunhuang and Turfan Studies)

14:30-14:40 Break
14:40-15:40 Research Presentations
Iwamoto Atsushi (Associate Professor, Rissho University)
Takata Tokio (Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University)
15:40-15:50 Break
15:50-16:50 Discussion
Akao Eikei (Curator Emeritus, Kyoto National Museum)
Susan Whitfleld
Research Presenters
16:50-17:00 Closing Remarks

Simon Kaner (Director, Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japanese
Arts and Culture, University of East Anglia)



